3i6                        ROHTAK DISTRICT

lands irrigated by wells and canals a crop is taken every harvest, as far
as possible; the floods of the natural streams usually prevent any
autumn crop, except sugar-cane, being grown on the lands affected by
them. Rotation of crops is followed, but in a very imperfect way, and
for the sake of the crop rather than the soil Nothing worth mention
appears to have been done in the way of improving the quality of the
crops grown.

Except in the Jhajjar tahsil^ where there is a good deal of well-
irrigation, advances under the Land Improvement Loans Act were not
popular till recent years; nor are advances under the Agriculturists'
Loans Act common, save in times of scarcity, as the people prefer to
resort to the Banias. During the five years ending September, 1904,
a total of 5-3 lakhs was advanced, including 4-9 lakhs under the
Agriculturists' Loans Act. Of this sum, 3 lakhs was lent in the famine
year 1899-1900.

The bullocks and cows are 01 a very good breed, and particularly
fine in size and shape. A touch of the Hansi strain probably per-
vades them throughout. The bullocks of the villages round Beri and
Georgegarh have a special reputation, which is said to be due to the
fact that the Nawab of Jhajjar kept some bulls of the Nagaur breed at
Chuchakwas. This breed is small, hardy, active, and hard-working, but
is said to have fallen off since the confiscation of the Jhajjar State.
The zanundars make a practice of selling their bullocks after one crop
has come up, and buying fresh ones for the next sowings, thereby
avoiding the expense of their keep for four or five months. The
extensive breaking-up of land which has taken place since 1840 has
greatly restricted the grazing grounds of the villages; the present
fodder-supply grown in the fields leaves but a small margin to provide
against seasons of drought, and in many canal estates difficulty is
already being experienced on this score. Few large stretches of village
jungle are now to be found, and the policy of giving proprietary grants
has reduced by more than half the area of the Jhajjar and Bahadur-
garh reserves. A large cattle fair is held at Georgegarh. The horses
of the District are of the ordinary mediocre type. Goats and sheep
are owned as a rule by village menials, The District board maintains
three horse and three donkey stallions.

Of the total area cultivated in 1903-4, 526 square miles, or nearly
36 per cent., were classed as irrigated. Of this area, 453 square miles
were irrigated from canals and 72 from wells. The District had 2,903
masonry wells in use, all worked by bullocks on the rope-and-bucket
system, besides 864 unbricked wells, water-lifts, and lever wells. Canal-
irrigation more than trebled and well-irrigation more than doubled
during the twenty years ending 1901. The former is derived entirely
from the WESTERN JUMNA CANAL, the Biitana branch of which (with